A Historic England
A 5

Ms Emma Critchley Direct Dial: 07554 437321
St Albans Diocesan Office

Holywell Lodge Our ref: E00241224

41 Holywell Hill Your ref: 221790-0226F
St Albans

Herts.

AL1 1HE 10 July 2026

Notification under the Ecclesiastical Exemption (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) (England) Orders 2010

LOCATION: CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CHURCH ROAD,
MEPPERSHALL, CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE

Thank you for your letter 3 July 2026 consulting Historic England on the proposed works
at the above grade 2 star listed church.

The works involve removal of the existing (relocated) pipe organ, dating from 1859, from
the north aisle in order to create accessible circulation space along the aisle. We
understand that organs of this type are not rare and that the one in questionis notin an
intact condition. The proposals also involve the removal of two pews to improve flexibility
and movement around the west end/servery area. We understand that the pews are
Victorian and we do not consider them to be of architectural or historic importance.
Having considered the submitted documentation, Historic England are satisfied that the
proposals would not cause harm to the significance of the church.

We are satified that the Statements of Significance and Need have adequately justified
the works and we have no objections to them being implemented.

Please contact me if you wish to discuss these comments. Any unamended
application for faculty for this work can be determined without further reference to
Historic England, but please consult us again if there are any material changes to the
proposals. We would be grateful for a copy of the Diocesan Advisory Committee’s
advice in due course.
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Historic England is subject to both the Freedom of Information Act (2000) and Environmental Information Regulations (2004). Any
Information held by the organisation can be requested for release under this legislation.
We respect your privacy and the use of your information. Please read our full privacy policy for more information
<https://www.historicengland.orqg.uk/terms/privacy-cookies/>
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Yours sincerely

Neville Doe

Assistant Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas
E-mail: neville.doe@HistoricEngland.org.uk
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